280                                          Autobiography of a Yogi
When I returned hours later to awareness of this world,
the master gave me the technique of Kriya Yoga.
"From that night on, Lahiri Mahasaya never slept in
my room again. ^Nor, thereafter, did he ever sleep. Ha
remained in the front room downstairs, in the company
of his disciples both by day and by night."
The illustrious lady fell into silence. Realizing the
uniqueness of her relationship with the sublime yogi, I
finally ventured to ask for further reminiscences.
"Son, you are greedy. Nevertheless you shall have one
more story." She smiled shyly. "I will confess a sin
that I committed against my guru-husband. Some months
after my initiation, I began to feel forlorn and neglected.
One morning Lahiri Mahasaya entered this little room to
fetch an article. I quickly followed him. Overcome by
delusion, I addressed him scathingly.
" 'You spend all your time with the disciples. What
about your responsibilities for your wife and children? I
regret that you do not interest yourself in providing more
money for the family.'
'The master glanced at me for a moment, then lo! he
was gone. Awed and frightened, I heard a voice re-
sounding from every part of the room:
" 'It is all nothing, don't you' see? How could a
nothing like me produce riches for you?'
" 'Guruji,' I cried, *I implore pardon a million times!
My sinful eyes can see you no more; please appear in
your sacred form.'
" 'I am here.' This reply came from above me. I
looked up and saw the master materialize in the air, his
head touching the ceiling. His eyes were like blinding
flames. Beside myself with fear, I lay sobbing at his feet
after he had quietly descended to the floor.
44 'Woman,' he said, 'seek divine wealth, not the paltry
tinsel of earth. After acquiring inward treasure, you will
find that outward supply is always forthcoming/ He
added, 'One of my spiritual sons will make provision for
you*.
"My guru's words naturally came true; a disciple did
leave a considerable sum for our family."